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Dear Colleagues,

As we closed out last year, we faced the

Around the world and in our home cities,

sobering news that 2015 was the hottest

we’re building momentum in our giving

year on record, yet at the same time we were

efforts: protecting important ecosystems;

buoyed by the ratification of the historic

transforming how people value nature and

Paris Agreement, a sure signal that that we

inspiring greater support for conservation;

are on the way to a lower-carbon economy.

strengthening culture and arts in our

The mandate to address global climate
change has never been more urgent. That’s

communities; and enhancing the future of
our profession through education.

why the partners at NBBJ have elected to

We can achieve success like this only with

focus the majority of our pro-bono efforts

great staff who are engaged and active in

and financial donations on organizations

their communities. I’m proud of the work

that are addressing environmental

NBBJ volunteers put into making that

sustainability, most notably through our

happen. But we can’t stop there. Our

relationship with the Nature Conservancy.

efforts last year make me hopeful that we

One of the most gratifying activities
we undertake as partners is to invest a
portion of the firm’s annual profit toward

can continue to address the most pressing
urban and environmental challenges we
face. Together.

philanthropic interests. This tradition—
of bringing together diverse people and

Thank you,

finding common ground to make important
things happen for nature and for the cities
we live and work in—is an important part of
the firm’s vision to use our design skills to
help individuals and societies thrive.
In this regard, 2015 was a productive year
of giving. My Philanthropy Committee
colleagues and I are proud of the progress

Doug Parris, FAIA

we’ve made, thanks to you—our volunteer

Chair, Philanthropy Committee

leaders, non-profit partners and fellow
environmentalists.

Committee		
Rich Dallam. FAIA
Helen Dimoff, Assoc. AIA
Ryan Mullenix, AIA
David Yuan, AIA

What happens when
an international design
firm mobilizes to make
the world a better place
through design, service
and philanthropy?

Photo: Stephen Shellard / Flickr

Positive
impact.
For decades, NBBJ has committed professional resources
and financial resources to positively impact issues that are
close to our practice—and to our hearts, minds and homes.
In 2007 we signed onto the Architecture 2030 Challenge,
and since that time, we have increasingly focused our
giving and volunteer efforts around issues that impact the
environment. Being proactive stewards of our planet is
the clarion call for our philanthropy program.

We dedicate our professional
services, charitable donations
and volunteer efforts in FOUR
MAIN AREAS.
Through these efforts, we hope
to make a difference. We seek to
promote architecture as a social
endeavor, using design to support
and empower communities.
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STRATEGIC
FIRMWIDE
GIVING

OFFICE-BASED
GIVING

As designers, we seek to protect
and conserve. A single important arena
is the focus of our firmwide giving
campaign: the environment.

We turn out, dive in, and make a
difference in our communities. NBBJ
offices use a yearly budget for local based
giving to impact (1) the Environment (2)
Arts and (3) Education.
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PRACTICEBASED GIVING

BOARD
ENGAGEMENT

We support our clients’ causes. We

We lead in our home towns. We serve

support our client’s corporate and

as board members and leaders on

institutional giving campaigns and turn

important arts, education and civic boards

out for their important causes.

in our local communities.

FIRM-WIDE GIVING

A million trees
will leverage
a billion.
NBBJ has partnered with the Nature

regional partners and individual

Conservancy, the largest environmental

communities to achieve measurable

non-profit in the Western Hemisphere,

reforestation and to influence policies

whose mission is to “conserve the lands

that protect standing forests.

and waters on which all life depends.”

The results of our partnership have made

With the Nature Conservancy, in 2009,

immediate and long-lasting outcomes

we launched the Legacy Project, which

toward restoring the lungs of our planet,

focuses on the simple, but highly

directly impacting both the natural and

impactful, action of planting and

human communities that depend on

protecting trees.

forests for refuge, clean air and water,

Over the past six years, NBBJ has
provided the Nature Conservancy
with funding that has leveraged forest
conservation across whole landscapes,
involving local and national governments,
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flood and erosion control and protection
from the effects of a changing climate.

Our
Impact:

29%

( 44O,198 TREES PLANTED )

44%

OF GOAL REACHED

OF SCHEDULE PASSED

( SIX YEARS ELAPSED )
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90,000 tons of C02 is equivalent
to eliminating:

17,000

29,624

1,900,000

87,700,000

passenger vehicles for one year

gallons of gasoline consumed

tons of waste sent to the landfill

pounds of coal burned

Restoring 4.4 million
wetland acres
Reconnecting the Alluvial Valley
in the Mississippi Delta
The Mississippi Delta once hosted the
largest area of forested wetlands on the
continent. The remaining forested area has
dwindled from 24 million contiguous acres
to a fragmented 4.4 million acres. Yet, the
bottomland forests, swamps, bayous and
rivers that exist today in the Mississippi Delta
still provide vital habitat for a multitude of
species, including the Louisiana black bear,
migratory waterfowl, songbirds, catfish and
bass. Thanks to NBBJ’s support for tree
planting here, the Nature Conservancy is
restoring these important habitats.

350,000 trees on
752 acres
Recovery in the Sierra Madre
Highlands, Guatemala
Together with partners, the Nature
Conservancy has been working to reduce
vulnerability in the Sierra Madre Highlands
by reforesting and protecting key areas
and watersheds. A total of two million trees
have been planted in 4,800 acres, mainly to
restore forests, but also to recover shadegrown coffee farms damaged by recent
storms. In 2015, more than 350,000 trees
were planted in the Sierra Madre Highlands
on 752 acres of land.

48,000 trees on
160 acres
Restoring the Big Woods of Arkansas
The Big Woods of Arkansas, the second
largest block of forested wetlands in the
U.S., hosts more than 70 different plant
communities and nearly 80% of the fish
and wildlife species in the Mississippi Delta.
NBBJ’s support is advancing a project in the
Big Woods that will return the project area to
more natural conditions. Up to 48,000 native
bare-root bottomland hardwood trees will
be planted on a 160-acre project site, which
will also include three-fourths of a mile of
restored stream channel.

22,600 trees on
50 acres
New Opportunities in the Laojun Mountain
Ecoregion, Yunnan Province
Located at the divide between the Upper
Mekong and Yangtze River systems, the
Laojun Mountain region is known for its
extraordinary biodiversity and home to one
of China’s “national treasures,” the Yunnan
golden monkey. In June and July 2015, the
Conservancy worked with local partners
to plant 22,600 Lijiang spruce trees across
50 acres in Laojunshan National Park. As
well, local community members, many from
extremely poor ethnic minorities, have been
trained by the Yunnan Forestry Department
to conduct plantings and lead maintenance
over the next 20 years—providing not
only a restored landscape, but also job
opportunities, increased annual incomes
and new technical skills.

LEGACY PROJECT: NEXT STEPS
2016 and Beyond

NBBJ’s work with The Nature
Conservancy will expand to include
its newly launched “Cities Project”
By 2050, fully 75 percent of the world’s population will live in cities, which will need
to integrate nature to enhance quality of life, manage storm water runoff, grow food and
clean the air.
NBBJ will participate through donations and pro-bono work as they roll out innovative,
science-based solutions that tackle pollution caused by toxic storm water run-off,
for example—solutions that will ultimately help clean up our waterways. The Nature
Conservancy will work with communities, mayors, planners and developers to incorporate
natural solutions into cities and make them more resilient, livable and truly flourishing
places. NBBJ is exploring how we contribute to these initiative in 2016 and beyond.
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In the coming year, the
Conservancy will continue the
planting efforts in China’s
Yunnan golden monkey habitat
We are planning to carry out tree planting in two other nature reserves in need of
restoration: Lanping Yunling Nature Reserve in Nujiang; and Yunlong Nature Reserve in
Dali. In Lanping, 160 monkeys are living in a small forested area cutoff from neighboring
forests by the surrounding grassland. Reforestation will help restore the passage
between the different forest patches and alleviate the issue of limited food availability
that has seriously impacted the golden monkey population. We will apply lessons
learned through the tree planting supported by NBBJ’s Legacy Project as we advance
our efforts into new areas and work to ensure long-term restoration success.
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DO GOOD: LIVE WELL

NBBJ studios
have generously
volunteered
their talents
to serve
unmet needs
in their own
communities

Branch Out Columbus

LEAP Arts in Education

Our Columbus office is a signatory to the

The San Francisco studio participates in the

City of Columbus’ plan to plant 300,000

annual fundraiser and sandcastle contest

new trees by 2020, doubling the urban

hosted by LEAP Arts in Education. LEAP’s

tree canopy.

programs provide more than 25 Bay Area
schools and 6,000 students each year with
arts experiences that enhance education
and prepare them for future success in
school and in their communities.

Billion Oyster Project
An NBBJ New York crew journeyed to
Governor’s Island to help the Billion Oyster
Project, an ongoing effort to restore New
York Harbor’s oyster habitats, which once

Forterra

covered more than 220,000 acres of the

NBBJ Seattle has helped Forterra with

Hudson River estuary. These restored

yearly donations and fundraising support

habitats will provide valuable ecosystem

through graphics and displays, and several

services to the region by filtering water,

NBBJ partners have served on the board.

providing habitat for other marine species

Forterra, a leader for regional sustainability,

and attenuating wave energy.

is the state of Washington’s largest land
conservation, stewardship and communitybuilding organization dedicated solely to
the Pacific Northwest.

Puget Soundkeeper Alliance
Puget Soundkeeper Alliance is an
environmental group aimed at protecting
and preserving Puget Sound by stopping

Archikids

the discharge of toxic pollution through

The London studio hosted “High Flyers” as

advocacy and vigilant monitoring.

part of Open City’s Archikids Festival. More

Several members of NBBJ’s Seattle

than 250 children joined NBBJ staff for a

studio volunteered after July 4 to clean

magical day of “disorganized fun,” building a

up fireworks, bottles and other trash left

floating city tethered to 350 helium balloons.

behind on Lake Union after the celebration.

Woodbury University School Of

Canstruction

Architecture, Architecture and Civic

Participation in CANstruction has been the

Engagement (ACE) Center

Los Angeles studio’s biggest philanthropic

NBBJ Los Angeles recently funded a project

event every year. The studio designs an

through the Architecture + Civic Engagement

installation using cans of food, which after

(ACE) Center at Woodbury University, which

the competition are donated to the Los

empowers students to improve under-served

Angeles Regional Foodbank.

communities through architecture, design,
business and interdisciplinary skills. NBBJ’s
contribution allowed fourth-year students

Chongming Dongtan Bird Sanctuary

in the university’s School of Architecture

In addition to providing ongoing pro-bono

to design and build an outdoor classroom

design work the Nature Conservancy at

for John Muir Middle School in Burbank,

the Chongming Dongtan Wetlands, NBBJ

California, a simple structure that is now

Shanghai has also organized several

used frequently by students and teachers

volunteer events in the sanctuary

even outside of regularly scheduled lunch
and other breaks.

Livable Streets, Emerald Necklace Network
NBBJ Boston is a partner in Livable Streets’
effort to complete a continuous, 200-mile
network of tree-lined, shared-use greenways
paths around greater Boston. When
completed, this system will connect every
neighborhood to open space, transit and
jobs, thereby increasing mobility, promoting
active recreation, improving climate
change resiliency and enhancing the city’s
competitiveness in the global economy.

PRO-BONO: AN EXTENSION
OF OUR LIFE’S WORK

NBBJ is committed to engaging its professional
resources and leadership to make a difference
in society through the built environment. In
addition to encouraging employee volunteerism
in our local communities, NBBJ donates time
and talent to serve those who might not
otherwise have access to design services.
Grand River

Chongming

New Door Ventures

Conservation Campus

Dongtan Wetlands

NBBJ San Francisco

NBBJ Columbus provided

NBBJ Shanghai worked with

provided pro bono services

pro-bono work to

the Nature Conservancy

to help renovate the Mission

master plan the Nature

to provide interior design

District home of New Door

Conservancy’s 173-acre

services for Birdhouse, a

Ventures, a nonprofit that

Grand River Conservation

nature center and viewing

provides skill-building,

campus in Ashtabula

platform in the middle of

jobs and individual support

County, Ohio, helping to

the Chongming Dongtan

to at-risk youth in San

convert what was once

Wetlands, a vast migratory

Francisco. The renovated

a large cattle and swine

bird sanctuary located on

headquarters includes social

farm east of Cleveland

Chongming Island in the

spaces to build community,

into a serene setting of

mouth of the Yangtze River,

as well as new classrooms,

recreational and educational

just outside of Shanghai.

group space, training centers

grounds and facilities.
NBBJ’s master plan will ease
circulation and introduce
new programming to the
site, and the firm also
developed concept design
for a new nature center and
surrounding landscaping
and plazas.

and staff offices.

Last year, we joined forces with
more than 60 organizations across
various interest groups.
THE ENVIRONMENT

ARTS + EDUCATION

CLIENT-BASED FOUNDATIONS

Architecture 2030

The 5th Avenue Theatre

Overlake Medical Center Foundation

The Boston Harbor Association

AIA Equity in Architecture Survey

Charles River Watershed
Association

AIA Women’s Leadership Summit

American Heart Association,
Men Go Red

Coastal Steward

Fresh A.I.R. Gallery

EarthCorps

Kansas State University, College
of Architecture, Planning & Design

Forterra

Knowlton School of Architecture

Green Columbus

Leap Arts in Education,
San Francisco

International Living Future Institute
LivableStreets Alliance, Emerald
Necklace Network

Seattle Architecture Foundation
Seattle Opera

Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust

The Skyscraper Museum

The Nature Conservancy

Wexner Center for the Arts

The Nature Conservancy
of New York

Woodland Park Zoo

The Nature Conservancy of Ohio

St. Joseph Health Foundation
Swedish Medical Center Foundation
Mount Hood Medical
Center Foundation
Maricopa Health Foundation
Bunker Hill Community
College Foundation
Columbus Metropolitan Library
SHARE
Nationwide Children’s
Hospital Foundation
Loma Linda University Children’s
Hospital Foundation

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

The Nature Conservancy,
Chongming Dongtan Bird Sanctuary

Meridian Park Medical Foundation

AIA Seattle

NYU Langone Medical Center

Nature Consortium

Boston Society of Architects
Foundation

Brigham and Women’s Faulkner
Hospital

Cambridge Little Baseball League

Emanuel Medical Center

Pelotonia

Harrison Medical Center Foundation

Community Kitchen

PeaceHealth Southwest
Medical Center

New York Harbor Foundation
Puget Soundkeeper Alliance
Seattle Parks Foundation
Stewardship Partners, Feast on
the Farm
Tatoosh School
Trees for Cities
USGBC Central Ohio Chapter

Goodwill Columbus
ACE Mentor Program of America,
Central Ohio
ACE Mentor Program of America,
Washington
Archikids
Women & Children First UK
Movember UK
Los Angeles Museum of
the Holocaust
A+D Architecture and
Design Museum
Neighborcare Health

University of Washington
Foundation
Washington State University
Liberty Science Center

PHILANTHROPY COMMITTEE

Doug Parris, FAIA
Chair

Richard Dallam,
FAIA

Helen Dimoff,
Associate AIA

Ryan Mullenix, AIA

David Yuan, AIA

OFFICE CHAMPIONS*

Mary Witt
Boston

Britni Stone
Columbus

Tim Whitcombe
London

Philip Schmunk
Los Angeles

*

Anna Misanvu
New York

Kristoffer Tendell
San Francisco

Daniel Skiffington
Seattle

Eric Phillips
Shanghai

An office champion
is someone who is
committed to
supporting NBBJ’s
philanthropic
mission. Champions
are the voice of
involvement for
each office.

To learn more about
NBB J ’s philanthropy ef forts,
please email:
philanthropy@nbbj.com

BEIJING | BOSTON | COLUMBUS | HONG KONG | LONDON | LOS ANGELES |
NEW YORK | PUNE | SAN FRANCISCO | SEATTLE | SHANGHAI

nbbj.com

